Year 4 English Week Beginning 20th April
Narrative Task - Dialogue
Earlier on this year, our learning was focused on using dialogue in narrative (story) writing.  This week, your English task revisits this learning.
Over the course of this week, you need to complete the following:
1. Read the extract on the next page.  This is taken from the book ‘The Railway Children’.  This extract is from the first chapter.  Peter has been given a small railway engine for his birthday but it has broken and he is hoping his father will be able to mend it.
2. Identify these features in the text:
· Inverted commas around the words which are actually being said “….”
· Reporting clauses – these tell the reader who is speaking
said Peter
· Punctuation at the end of each reporting clause
· Punctuation before inverted commas are closed

“For example, this comma,” said Mrs Walker.
· Extend this by looking for reporting clauses which are embedded in the middle of a sentence with split dialogue.
		“Oh no,” groaned Mrs Walker, “I’ve run out of chocolate biscuits!”

3. Imagine you have received an amazing birthday gift that has, sadly, been broken.  Who would you ask to help you mend it?  Practise your conversation with a partner if possible.
4. Finally, write your conversation.  You should include all the features you identified in point 2 above.
5. If possible, take a photo of your work and email it to Mrs Walker or Miss Burnett
4W@brixington.devon.sch.uk
4B@brixington.devon.sch.uk 
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At last Mother said to Father, “Now, dear, if you’re quite rested, and quite comfy,
we want to tell you about the great railway accident, and ask your advice.”

‘All ight,” said Father, “firc away!”

So then Peter told the sad tale, and fetched what was left of the Engine

“Hum,” said Father, when he had looked the Engine over very carcfully.

The children held their breaths.

“Is there o hope?” said Peter, in a low, unsteady voice.

“Hope? Rather! Tons of it.” said Father, cheerfully: ‘but it'll want something besides
hope —a bit of brazing, say. or some solder, and a new valve. I think we'd befter keep it
for a rainy day. In other words, I'll give up Saturday afternoon to it, and you shall all
help me.”

“Can girls help to mend engines?” Peter asked doubtfully.

“Of course they can. Girls are just as clever as boys, and don’t you forget it! How
would you like to be an engine-driver, Phil?”

“My face would be always dirty, wouldn’t it?” said Phyllis, in uncmotional tons,
‘and T expect I should break something.”

“I should just love it,” said Roberta — ‘do you think I could when I'm grown up,
Daddy? Or even a stoker?’

“You mean a fireman,” said Daddy, pulling and twisting at the engine. ‘Well, if you
still wish it, when you're grown up, we'll sce about making you a fire-woman. I
remember when [ was a boy —

Tust then there was a knock at the front door.

“Who on earth!” said Father. ‘An Englishman’s house s his castle, of course, but I
do wish they built semi-detached villas with moats and drawbridges.”





