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Invictus By William Ernest Henley  
 
V  Define ‘unconquerable’. 
 
 
 
R  Find and copy evidence that the poet is at least somewhat 
religious 
 
 
 
 
V - find and copy two words from the second stanza that show that 
the poet doesn’t choose to have bad things happen to him. 
 
______________________        ______________________ 
 
I - I have not winced nor cried aloud’ - what can we learn about the 
poet here?  
 
 
 
 
 
I - ‘looms but the horror of the shade’ - what is the horror of the 
shade? 
____________________________ 
 
 
R - find and copy a phrase that shows the poet isn’t scared of dying. 
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E - ‘ I am the master of my fate, I am the captain of my soul’ - what is 
the poet saying here? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E - ‘I am the master of my fate’ - do you believe we can be masters 
of our fate?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
E - Why do you think William Ernest Henley wrote this poem? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
S - summarise the whole poem in either one or two sentences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


