Reading Comprehension – Year 5


Houdini Does it Again!
Read the report and complete the questions below.
Warm up

	1. What kind of report is this? ______________________________
2. Name the following:
    the newspaper ______________________________

    the journalist _______________________________

    the photojournalist ​______________________________

3. Summarise the event – when? who? what? where?  

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Essential Vocabulary
	4. Highlight the word ‘escapologist’. Can you spot the root word? ________________
5. What kind of tricks do you think escapologists do? _________________________
    _______________________________________________________________

6. As the crowd watched, did the time appear to pass quickly or slowly? ___________

    Which word tells you this? _______________________________

7. Find a word in the final paragraph that means to ‘amaze’. Circle it. 


Main Questions

	8. Do you think this newspaper is British or American? ________________________

    How do you know this? _____________________________________________

    Draw the flag of the country for your answer. 

9. In which season did this event happen: spring, summer, autumn or winter? ________

    Explain how you know using two clues from the text. ________________________

10. Was the atmopshere exciting or dull? ________________________

    On the text, underline the phrase that tells you this. 
11. When Houdini escaped, how did the crowd feel? __________________________
     How do you know? ________________________________________________
12. Was their clapping loud or quiet? ____________
    In the text, circle the word that tells us this. What do you think the word means?

    _______________________________________________________________

13. Do you think this event was organised – yes or no? __________
    How do you know? _________________________________________________
14. Do you think Harry Houdini is still alive today? ___________
    Explain why you think this. ___________________________________________


Reflection
	15. Do you think Chuck Washington enjoyed reporting this event? Explain how you know.
     ______________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________

16. Do you think the newspaper should have included a safety notice telling their   __readers not to try and copy Houdini’s stunts? Explain your thinking.
     ______________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________

17. If Houdini was alive today, what would you like to ask him and why? 

     ______________________________________________________________

     ______________________________________________________________




