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Dear Parents and Carers,
Well done to you all for completing the first half term, what an exciting term we have ahead with Halloween, Bonfire night and Christmas of course! 
As we are now heading into the colder seasons, please be reminded that all children need to bring a coat with them to school that they can wear at playtime and lunchtime. 
Another quick reminder, children must bring in a bottle of water every day, please ensure this is water as we are a healthy school and squash is not acceptable throughout the day. 
Our Learning
Maths
Our maths focus at the moment is recognising and understanding the structure of numbers from 0-10. We have focused mainly on numbers 0-5 and partitioning these numbers using a cherry model and a bar model. We are now moving the focus on to numbers 6-10, and using representation to show how we can partition the numbers. For example, using counters, multi-link, bears and other manipulatives. We will also be using this to begin the introduction of addition. 
English
In English we are starting a sequence on fantasy stories by looking at Winnie in Space. The children will be trying to predict what may happen in a story before reading it, and then retelling the story by using “and” to extend their sentences. We will also be encouraging more exciting vocabulary, so that their own version of the story is engaging and exciting. 
Topic
As you know our topic is Food and Farming, over the next few weeks we are looking at where in the world bananas come from. We are looking particularly at the similarities and differences between farming and land in Cost Rica and in England. We are going to be looking at landmarks from a bird’s eye view, and designing our own farm by creating ad using a key. We are very lucky to have a visitor coming in next Tuesday afternoon from Riverford farm, to talk to the children about growing organic fruits and vegetables.    
Science
Mrs Skinner and Mrs Downey have asked us to inform you all of how wonderfully the children have been embracing their Science days. They have been celebrating Science inside and outside of the classroom and are now particularly looking at the changes is season and how we can recognise those changes. Therefore, if you are out and about of an evening or a weekend and you happen to stumble across some crunchy leaves, or a beautiful shiny conker, feel free to collect them and come and share what you have found! Any discussion about the changes in season with your child would be fantastic, and benefit the exploration that will be going on within the classroom. 
There will be lots of events and activities happening towards the end of this term, as you all know it is an extremely busy time of year, so plenty of rest and saving that last bit of energy to steam through our eight week half term ahead! Any questions about the learning always feel free to come and see us, and thank you for your continued support. 
Thank you again.
Year 1 Team.

