Reading for Pleasure
Brixington Primary Academy
Reading for Pleasure is surely the entitlement of every child, yet how can we foster readers’ desire and engagement? Using research, including from The Open University, which examined children’s and teachers’ reading lives, we have established some effective ways that we can develop Reading for Pleasure(RfP). This document identifies the 5 key areas within Reading for Pleasure and the strategies that we use consistently across the school.
	Area
	Strategy
(practical classroom strategies)
	Impact (WHY?)

	Teachers’ knowledge of children’s literature and other texts.
· Teachers need a wide and up to date knowledge of children’s literature and other texts.
	· HoTL regularly shares new books in assemblies with pupils and staff (most weeks).
· Staff meetings include opportunities to share favourite books and authors. 
· Authors who are similar to very popular ones are researched each year and shared with pupils through display. 
· Teachers often choose activity in class to support up-to- date knowledge, such as: 
take a world literature challenge; read award winners; read this list of books by end of Year___ etc. 
	Research shows that teachers who developed their reading repertoires made a difference to:  
• the children’s knowledge of authors and poets 
• the children’s desire and motivation to read 
• their classroom practice 
• their understanding of reading and the significance of reading for pleasure.  


	Teachers’ knowledge of children’s reading practices
· When teachers know more about children’s reading practices and experiences beyond school they were more effective in nurturing RfP and building communities of readers. They understand more about each individual child’s interests and preferences. Thus they come to question what counts as reading in their classes, begin to include more than just books and work in collaboration with children to widen the variety of texts which were recognised for reading.
	· Reading Records are checked most weeks and even more regularly for specific pupils
· Discussion with pupils about reading habits happen during reading sessions
· Accelerated Reader is used to track types of books that are read
· Home reading is celebrated through reward schemes
· A Book Week each year encourages every child to participate in reading challenges.
	Research shows that developing knowledge of children’s reading practices enables teachers to:
Appreciate the value of the wider reading children experience in homes/communities
Recognise the importance of extending definitions of reading in the 21st C 
Offer a more satisfying & diverse range of texts in school 
Foster positive reading identities for all children 
Build reciprocal & interactive reader to reader relationships with children 


	Reading for pleasure pedagogy
· A robust reading for pleasure pedagogy encompasses four specific practices: reading aloud, informal booktalk and recommendations, and independent reading time within a highly social reading environment.

The strategies in this section are examples of what is used throughout the school at different times of year.  
	Independent reading:
· Establish regular independent reading times
· Offer a choice of reading material, onscreen and print
· Ensure time to talk is built in
· Seek out a variety of places/ spaces
· Make time for browsing/ reading aloud to support text selection
· Model engagement by reading and talking
· Create themed weeks- authors/ topics/ genres
· Offer further opportunities for independent reading
· Establish a class/ year group book club
· Use particular texts to inspire independent reading time
· Frame English learning around inspiring texts
· Celebrate the pleasure of reading in annual Book Weeks


	Time for children to read and talk about their reading is central to building rich reading communities. Children’s choice and access to a wide range of quality and enticing texts is also key to the success of this practice.

	
	Informal book talk:
· Make time for informal reading chats
· Build time to talk about texts into other activities
· Create time to recommend texts
· Establish reading buddies in other classes
· Nurture reading conversations on the playground
· Establish a reading group





	Talking about texts and talking about reading is at the heart of the RfP pedagogy. This booktalk is informal and highly reciprocal; it can be spontaneous and involve two way teacher-child / child-teacher and child-child recommendations. 

	
	Reading aloud:
· Read aloud daily with class
· Choose books for class read carefully and involve children
· Where and when does reading aloud take place? 
· Who does the reading?
· Children move and choose
· Read aloud and draw
· Author readings
· Annual big bedtime read aloud




	Reading aloud enables children to access rich and challenging texts, offers a model for silent independent reading, prompts the children’s affective engagement and creates a class repertoire of ‘texts in common’ to discuss.  

	
	Social reading environments:
· Each class includes and area that celebrates reading – this might include an area to sit and read together or independently
· Reading displays celebrate books
· Onnline reading opportunities encourage engagement at home
· Role play activities are based on reading/texts 
· Story boxes/ bags based on texts are used in Reception

	Effective environments tempt children into texts and offer spaces to relax, browse, and read for pleasure.
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