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Dear Parent/ Carer

I am writing to update you further on our plans for school for after half term.

Over the last week, the Government has provided us with some information and asked us to start planning for a gradual reopening of our schools. The initial announcement asked us to start planning to welcome back children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6. We were also told that these pupils would not return before the 1st June. 

Over the last few days, we have received more guidance to aid our planning. This has clarified many points, but we are still awaiting further guidance. This means we cannot yet give you definitive plans. I know many of you will be hoping to get children back to school, but we have to ensure the plans we put in place are workable. We need to make sure we can comply with our new health and safety requirements. The plans we make will work towards the Government aims.

At the moment we can offer you some information.

Return Date:
· The 1st June is not a fixed date. It has been suggested as a possible return date. The government will confirm when we can actually start to re-open in the next week or so.  
· We have been asked to plan to be ready for this date, however, opening may be at a later date. This is out of our hands.
· Monday 1st June is a non-pupil day for our schools, and we will be closed. The guidance and procedures we have been receiving over the last week have meant that we need to create many new systems in schools to keep children and staff safe. These need to be planned and then shared with staff.  All staff will be trained in how to operate schools and keep children safe on this date.

Limited Opening:
· The Government has stated that children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 can return.  They also have asked schools with nurseries and pre-schools to reopen these.
· Children in Years 2-5 would be expected to remain at home, although the Government hope that these children will return to school before the summer holidays start.
· We are beginning to look at these suggestions. When we admit children back to school, we can only have half a class in a room at a time. This will immediately present us with some challenges. As more pupils are admitted, the less time they will be able to be in school. 
· Our planning has to be based on the number of classrooms that can be used in a school and the number of available teachers.
· Many of our schools have staff who cannot work in school currently, due to underlying health conditions, age or being pregnant. This limits the number of classes we can run.
· At this stage, please be prepared for the following:
· Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will only return if we have enough staff.  If staffing numbers are insufficient, Year 6 will not return.
· Children that do return will be in smaller classes. This means they may not be with their usual teacher or some of their friends.  These classes are temporary, just for the rest of this term.
· It is highly likely that the returning children will not be able to come to school on a full time basis. It is likely that some classes may only be able to run for between 2 and 4 days a week. If this is the case, we will provide home learning for the remaining days.
· Children in Years 2-5 will continue to receive learning to do at home.
· The children of key workers and vulnerable pupils will be able to attend school/ childcare as they do now. This will continue every day during the next half term and should be booked in the usual way.

Attendance:
· When schools start to re-open, we would encourage parents to send their children to school if your child is in the open year groups.
· There are reasons why some pupils will not be able to return:
· Children who have a health condition meaning they are extremely vulnerable or shielded. These children will not be allowed to return at this stage
· Children who are clinically vulnerable will also be advised to remain at home. Definitions of these groups are available on the www.gov.uk  website.
· We also recognise that children may live in a house with a shielded adult. It is unlikely these pupils will be able to return.
· We recognise that some parents will not want to send children back to school. At this stage all we can do is make the offer. Some classes will be able to return, and we would encourage parents to make the best choice for their child. When schools write to you next week, about what the offer will look like in their school, you will be able to make an informed choice.

Other preparations:
· During this week we have started to think about what needs to work differently in schools when more pupils return. This planning will continue into next week.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]We will be making some modifications to some of the schools’ sites. We will have to plan restrictions on the number of adults on site and change the access to our schools.  This will all be explained to you.

Thank you for your patience during this time. We need to plan carefully and make sure we get this right for your children and our staff. Next week, each school will write to you to explain what they can offer in terms of children returning. Please note that the children in other year groups cannot return – this is a Government decision. 

Once we have established how the children will return, we will then wait until the government confirms the date of return. If our schools are ready, we will then let you know when children can start. If we are not ready, we will explain why and when to expect children to return.

Finally, thank you for your continued support in these unprecedented times.


Yours sincerely

Paul Walker
First Federation Trust
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